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Due to COVID-19, all Regulatory staff are teleworking, which may delay our response time. The best way to reach us is via the 

phone or email addresses listed on the  Contacts  page.  Please electronically submit requests including permit applications, permit 

modification requests, waters delineation reviews, and jurisdictional determination requests. 

The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) and the Department of the Army's Navigable Waters Protection Rule: 

Definition of "Waters of the United States" was published in the Federal Register. The final rule became effective on June 

22, 2020. Click to learn more. 

Submitting a permit application package over 20MB? Contact the Regulatory Project Manager for your county or view the public 

notice about Submitting  Permitting Applications Electronically for instructions. 

The Corps can initiate processing of permit applications under emergency authorization procedures. We will review emergency 

authorization requests on a case-by-case basis. Learn what defines an emergency and how to begin the process at Emergency. 

Permit Application Procedures. 

Apply for a permit 

 

The mission of the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers' Regulatory offices is to protect the nation's aquatic 

resources, while allowing reasonable development through fair, flexible and balanced permit decisions. 

The United States Congress authorizes the Corps to regulate activities that may impact wetlands and 

waters of the United States. 

The Corps' permit application process gives applicants the opportunity to demonstrate that they have 

avoided and minimized impacts to waters of the United States as much as possible. As an applicant, you 

can make the permitting process easier by first taking time to consider how your project will impact the 

environment. 

Regulatory pages 

Overview 

Contacts  

Projects  news and updates  

Permit application  public  

notices  

Water Resources  

Development Act 

Permit decisions and appeals  

6pproved  jurisdictional  

determinations  

How to apply for a permit 

Nationwide  permits  

Regional general  permits  

Emergency/expedited  permits 

Jurisdiction  

Mitigation  

Frequently asked questions  

Contact us 

a lma _  

How to apply for a permit 

lf your project may impact a federally authorized project you may also need a Section 408 review. 

Some examples of federally authorized projects include navigation channels, levees, dams, sea walls, jetties and 

wetland restoration projects. Learn about the Section 408 process that allows alteration to a federally authorized 

project. 

The Corps' responsibilities and your responsibilities 

Before a permit is issued or verified, the Corps must ensure that we've met all of our obligations under any related 

federal and state laws. The amount and complexity of any additional information needed depends on the project 

type and location. This means the Corps may ask for more information from the applicant, or the applicant may 

need to give more information to another agency. In some cases, it's solely the applicant's responsibility to obtain 

other authorizations. When related to the Corps authorization, the Corps will inform you of other agencies' 

requirements as soon as possible and work with you to fulfill those requirements as expeditiously as possible. For 

information on recent updates to our program, as well as public outreach, visit our Projects  News and Updates 

page. 

Projects that require permits from the Corps and Oregon Department of State Lands (DSL) 

The joint permit application allows you to complete one permit application that satisfies both agencies' 

requirements. 

Joint Permit Application  

Projects that require a Corps permit only 

If your project does not require a permit from the DSL you may complete the application for a Corps permit only. 

Corps' Permit Application  
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Click here to submit non-permit 

applications  

Related laws 

Clean Water Act, Section 402 

Coastal Zone Management Act of 

1972 

Deepwater Port Act of 1974 

Federal Power Act of 1920 

Fish & Wildlife Coordination Act 

Interstate Land Sales Full 

Disclosure Act 

Marine Mammal Protection Act 

Marine Protection Research & 

Sanctuaries Act of 1972, Section 

302 

Migratory Bird Treaty Act of 1918 

National Environmental Policy Act 

National Fishing Enhancement Act 

of 1984 

Native American Graves 

Protection & Repatriation Act 

Ocean Thermal Energy Conversion 

Act of 1980 

Outer Continental Shelf Lands Act 

of 1953 (as amended) 

Wild & Scenic Rivers Act 

Related Regulations 

36 CFR Part 800-899 - Advisory 

Council on Historic Preservation 

40 CFR Part 22 - Administrative 

Assessment of Civil Penalties and 

the Revocation or Suspension of 

Permits 

40 CFR Part 230 - Clean Water Act 

Implementing Regulations and 

404(b)(1) Guidelines 

40 CFR Part 233 - State Program 

Regulations 

40 CFR Part 233G - Tribal 

Regulations 

40 CFR Part 1500 et seq - Council 

on Environmental Quality 

50 CFR Parts 400-499 - Endangered 

Skip to main content (Press Enter).  

computer) 

A permit application must include the following drawings in the correct format (see drawing format requirements 

below): 

• Location map 

• Site plan 

• Cross-section drawings 

The Corps may require a  wetland delineation which is document that clearly defines the boundaries of any waters 

that might be affected. It includes all wetlands, streams and other bodies of water in your project area. Completing 

a wetland delineation requires expertise and may require professional assistance. Contact  your local Corps office  

for more information on wetland delineations. 

Drawing format requirements 

All drawings should be clear, legible and formatted to fit an 8-1/2 by 11 inch sheet. 

Use the fewest number of sheets necessary. 

Permit Application Drawing Requirements  

Permit Applications Drawing  Checklist  

Portland Harbor Projects 

Permit applicants who are planning projects in or near Portland Harbor should review the 

Portland Harbor Permitting Guide. The Corps, Oregon Department of Environmental Quality 

(DEQ), National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) and U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 

(EPA) developed this guide to enhance interagency coordination when reviewing permit 

applications. It provides information to help permit applicants: 

• Understand the agencies' permitting processes 

• Understand various permit requirements 

• Identify some potential permitting hurdles 

• Provide technical resources that support best practices when designing projects 

Submitting your Corps permit application 

NOTE: non-permit application submittals (such as delineation review requests or jurisdictional determinations) can be 

sent to  PortlandPermits@usace.army.mil. 

The preferred method to submit your Corps permit application is electronically. 

All electronic documents should be submitted as Adobe Acrobat PDF files. 

Application packages up to 20 MB can be sent via email. 

Do not send links to cloud storage, such as Dropbox or Google Drive. 

Sending application packages directly to a project manager can delay processing through our system. 

Send application packages only to PortlandPermits@usace.army.mil. 

We request applicants reduce the total file size as much as possible prior to submission. 

For instructions on sending application packages over 20 MB,  contact  your Regulatory Project Manager or view the 

public notice about Submitting  Permitting Applications Electronically. 

Hardcopy applications and documents can also be mailed to the appropriate office on a CD or DVD. 

USACE Portland District USACE Eugene Field Office 

Attn: CENWP-OD-G 211 E. Seventh Avenue, 

P.O. Box 2946 Suite 105 

Portland, OR 97208-2946 Eugene, OR 97401-2722 

Different types of permits 

Collapse All Expand All  

ID  The Corps has two types of Department of the Army permits: general permits and individual permits. 

El  General permits 

General permits authorize activities that are similar in nature and cause only minimal adverse environmental 

impacts to aquatic resources, separately or on a cumulative basis. There are two types of general permits: 

nationwide permits and regional general permits. 
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To ensure activities authorized by nationwide permit cause only minimal adverse environmental effects, Corps 

division engineers are authorized to add regional conditions to protect local aquatic ecosystems. Nationwide 

permits are proposed, issued, modified, reissued or extended, and revoked from time to time, after the opportunity 

for public notice and comment. 

An activity may be authorized under a nationwide permit only if it meets both the national and regional conditions 

of the permit, including compliance with the Endangered Species Act and any special conditions added by the 

Corps. If the Corps finds that the proposed activity would have more than minimal individual or cumulative net 

adverse impact on the environment, or may be contrary to the public interest, you would need to modify your 

proposal to reduce or eliminate those adverse effects, or apply for a standard individual permit. 

Additional resources 

Joint permit application  

Corps permit application  

Portland Harbor Permitting Guide 

In-water work  period variance  

request form  

Regulatory permits brochure  

Regulatory permits video  

CI Regional General permits 

A regional general permit is issued for a specific geographic area by an individual Corps District. Each regional 

general permit has specific terms and conditions, all of which must be met for project-specific actions to be verified. 

If your project does not comply with all of the terms and conditions, authorization may be granted by another type 

of Department of the Army permit, however, the process will likely take longer. Therefore, to expedite review of 

your application, we recommend modifying projects to meet all terms and conditions of the applicable RGP. 

CI Individual permits 

Individual permits are for activities that do not fit the guidelines for a nationwide permit or regional general permit. 

There are two types of individual permits: standard individual permits and letters of permission. 

CI Standard individual permits 

A standard individual permit is required for activities having more than minimal impacts and/or for activities that do 

not qualify for a nationwide permit or regional general permit. An important distinction between an individual 

permit and a nationwide permit or regional general permit is the public interest review requirement. Nationwide 

permits and regional general permits undergo public review as part of their development process; however, 

project-specific actions can be authorized by nationwide permit or regional general permit without further public 

review. 

A standard individual permit is subject to the public interest review process on a project-specific basis. A public notice will 

be issued for a standard individual permit application to allow federal, state and local agencies, adjacent property owners 

and the general public an opportunity to review and comment on the plan or to request a public hearing. Applications 

involving public notices are typically completed within four to six months. However, some complex activities, issues or 

legal requirements may require additional review and take more time. 

Upon receipt of your permit application, you will be sent an acknowledgement of receipt and a Corps reference number 

specific to your file. You should refer to this number when inquiring about your application. If your application is 

incomplete, the Corps will request the additional information needed to continue its review. The project will be reviewed, 

balancing the need and expected benefits against the probable impacts of the work, taking into consideration all 

comments received and other relevant factors. 

CI Letter of permission 

A letter of permission is a type of individual permit issued through a more streamlined process. Letters of 

permission are typically for activities subject to Section 10 of the Rivers and Harbors Act. Individual Corps districts 

may develop letter of permissions applicable for work subject to Section 404 of the Clean Water Act after 

coordinating with state and federal agencies and allowing the opportunity for public comment. 

A letter of permission may be issued for projects where proposed work would be minor, would not have significant 

individual or cumulative impacts on environmental values, and isn't expected to encounter appreciable opposition. These 

types of projects usually include minor dredging and construction, maintenance, or replacement of piers, mooring buoys, 

piles, or floats. Compliance reviews under Section 7 of the Endangered Species Act and Section 106 of the National 

Historic Preservation Act still apply for a letter of permission. 

CI Emergency and expedited permits 

The Corps characterizes an emergency as a situation which would result in an unacceptable hazard to life, a significant 

loss of property, or an immediate, unforeseen and significant economic hardship if no action is taken. In these situations, 

the Distrint Enoineer nen authori7e exnedited reviews of nermit annlinations 

Skip to main content (Press Enter). 
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The Corps has the responsibility to determine if the proposed work is consistent with the Corps definition of an 

emergency, whether authorization is needed, and if so, which type of authorization is required. Unauthorized work may be 

subject to enforcement action. 

The Corps may not view an action as an emergency if the applicant has known of the deficient condition of the failing 

structure and has not made reasonable attempts to secure appropriate permits and conduct timely repairs. Emergency 

declarations by the state or a county government do not mean all repair activities qualify as emergency situations. 

All permit reviews, including emergency reviews, require coordination with tribes and state and federal agencies. In an 

emergency, reasonable effort will be made to receive comments from interest groups and others who may be affected by 

the action. 

CI Fees and costs 

There are no fees for general permits and letters of permission issued by the Corps. The following fees apply when 

a project has been approved and a standard individual permit is issued by the Corps and accepted by the applicant: 

• $10 for individuals (non-commercial activities) 

• $100 for businesses (commercial and industrial activities) 

• No fees are charged to governmental agencies 

Permit regulations 

Collapse All Expand All  

CI  The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers receives its authority from the following federal laws: 

CI Section 10 of the Rivers & Harbors Act of 1899 

111 Section 14 of the Rivers and Harbors Act of 1899 

CI Section 401 of the Clean Water Act 

Specifically addresses the discharge of pollutants by ensuring compliance with effluent limitations, new source 

performance standards, toxic pollutant limitations and other appropriate requirements of law or regulation. Section 

401 water quality certifications are issued by state water pollution control agencies. This authority is delegated 

directly from the U.S. Congress to the states, and allows each state to establish policies to ensure that approved 

activities will meet applicable water quality standards. When you apply for a permit from the Corps, you are often 

required to obtain Section 401 water quality certification from the appropriate state agency. On tribal lands, Native 

American tribes or the Environmental Protection Agency have Section 401 certification authority. In most cases, 

Section 401 certification is conducted at the same time as the Corps' review. The Section 401 certification can cover 

both the construction and operation of the proposed project. Conditions of the Section 401 certification become 

conditions of the permit issued by the Corps. 

• Section 10 permits also require Section 401 DEQ water quality certifications. 

• The Nationwide Permits have the 401 water quality certifications wrapped into them in most cases, but a project 

must meet specific design standards to obtain this. 

CI Section 404 of the Clean Water Act 

Cl Section 103 of the Marine Protection, Research, & Sanctuaries Act of 1972 

CI Endangered Species Act 

CI Cultural resources and historic properties 

CI Federal trust responsibilities 

The federal governments unique relationship with Native American tribes is embodied in the U.S. Constitution, 

treaties, court decisions, federal statues and executive orders. Native American treaties are not a granting of rights, 

but a protection and preservation of land and certain rights retained by the tribes when they sign treaties. Treaties 

with tribes are equal to federal laws passed by Congress. As a federal agency the Corps has federal trust 

responsibility to ensure that Native American rights reserved by treaties are not compromised as part of our permit 

application review. 

CI Additional authorities 

Some projects will require additional evaluation under other related laws and regulations. The lists below are not 

exhaustive. They are provided to make you aware of other laws which affect our program. Some of these laws apply 

regularly and some of them are rarely applicable. 

How the permit process works 

Skip to main 
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comment period, the Corps will review all of the comments and consult with other state and federal agencies and 

Native American tribes as appropriate. The Corps may ask for additional information at this time and a public 

hearing may be conducted if one has been specifically requested or determined to be necessary. When all 

considerations are satisfied, the District Engineer will make a decision to either issue or deny the permit application. 

If a permit is denied, the applicant will receive a written explanation. 

The Corps' goal is to decide on all applications within 60 days after receipt of a complete application for minor permits and 

120 days for individual permits, unless: a decision is precluded as a matter of law or procedures required by law; the case 

must be referred to higher authority; the comment period of a public notice is extended; a timely submittal of information 

or comments is not received from the applicant; the processing is suspended at the request of the applicant; or 

information needed by the district engineer for a decision on the application cannot reasonably be obtained within the 60-

day period. 

Pre-application consultation 

A permit application  requires a clear description of the proposed project, to include drawings, maps and other 

supporting documents. One of the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers' goals is to help you understand what you should 

be thinking about while you're planning and designing your project, before you apply for a permit. Something as 

easy as changing the types of materials you propose to use, or the time of year you plan to do the work can affect 

the time it takes to review your permit application. 

The easiest way to ensure your project complies with state and federal agency requirements is to find out what they are 

when you are planning your project and incorporate design elements that minimize environmental impact. This often 

expedites the permitting process. If you want to set up a pre-application meeting when planning of your project contact 

your local Corps Regulatory project manager. 

Permit evaluation factors 

Collapse All Expand All  

El Regulatory program mission 

The mission of the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers' Regulatory offices is to protect the nation's aquatic resources, 

while allowing reasonable development through fair, flexible and balanced permit decisions. The Corps' permit 

application process gives applicants the opportunity to demonstrate that they have avoided and minimized impacts 

to waters of the United States as much as possible. 

EI The following general criteria will be considered in the evaluation of every application: 

• the relative extent of the public and private need for the proposed activity; 

• the practicability of using reasonable alternative locations and methods to accomplish the objective of the 

proposed activity; 

• the extent and permanence of the beneficial and/or detrimental effects which the proposed activity is likely to 

have on the public and private uses to which the area is suited. 

CI Benefits and detriments are balanced by considering effects on: 

Aesthetics 

Conservation 

Considerations of private ownership 

Cultural values 

Economics 

Energy needs 

Fish and wildlife values 

Flood hazards 

Floodplain values 

Food and fiber production 

General environmental concerns 

Land use 

Mineral needs 

Navigation 

Needs and welfare of the people 

Recreation 

Safety 

Shore erosion and accretion 

Water quality 

Water supply and conservation 
WeMnnAe 
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Alternatives analysis framework  

Clean Water Act Section 404 b(1) guidelines (video) 

Cumulative impacts (video) 

Dredging permit application review  process  

Public interest factors (video) 

Related ... 

Regulatory, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Go _ 

Our Mission About the Portland District Website Website 

The mission of the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers is to deliver vital public 

and military engineering services; partnering in peace and war to 

strengthen our nation's security, energize the economy and reduce risks 

from disasters. 

The official public website of the Portland District, U.S. Army Corps of 

Engineers. For website corrections, write to cenwp-pa@usace.army.mil. 
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