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[EXTERNAL] Re: 51201D CBW application

David Bright <david@brightszoo.com>
Thu 3/26/2020 11:19 AM
To:  Harlow, Caroline I <caroline_harlow@fws.gov>
Cc:  Tony Bright <tonyb@brightszoo.com>; keith <keith@bai-map.com>

Mrs Harlow,
     We checked all systems and do not show that email coming through our servers on the
13th.     Had we gotten it on the 13th you would have had a reply the same day.      As a small
business it is imperative that we complete this process as soon as possible.   As stated in
earlier correspondence our application was received by fish and wildlife on August 13th, 2019. 
 As the application states it takes 30 to 90 days for approval we should have had this back to us
by no later than November 13, 2019.    Every day that we are without our CBW is costing our
business money and construction time.     We are unable to begin construction of our penguin
exhibit until we have this CBW in hand and purchasing of birds finalized.     If at all possible we
would like to finalize this application and approval this week.     During this COVID-19
pandemic, many zoos across the country, including us, are struggling and the added financial
cost of not having this CBW completed is just adding to our issues.    Like many other zoos our
zoo closed to public and do not have an open date confirmed.    Please confirm receipt of this
email. 

Replies in Red and underlined.

Mr. Bright:
Thank you for your prompt response to my inquiries. I appreciate the detailed expertise of zoo personnel and the
dimensions of each enclosure.
Based on my review of your annual reports submitted with your previous CBW, it appears that, other than
successful births, you have not conducted any activities under your CBW. The CBW registration system is
designed to facilitate interstate movement of animals authorized under a registration for conservation breeding.
Maintaining endangered and threatened wildlife do not require a CBW. Loans, donations, and gifts do not require a
permit provided you maintain records of the transaction.  As a for profit business, our breeding purposes are for
selling offspring to other zoos.    Unlike city ran zoos, our zoo does not receive any monies from donations, tax
dollars, etc.     Our zoo income is solely from ticket sales and animal sales.     We are extremely careful of where
our animals go and do listen to SSP recomendations when available.
Furthermore, I will need some clarification on your responses in order to complete my review.

1. For the jackass penguins, it appears that you do not have current facilities. I will need a photograph of the
completed facilities.  In order for us to pay to construct this exhibit we first need to make sure that we have
these penguins secured.    In speaking with the SSP we know that we cant bring any in from many zoos
without having our CBW in hand.     We did submit a rough drawing of what the facilities will look like.      I
can provide you more a more detailed drawing if that will work or I can send photos from a couple of zoos
that we are designing after.

2. For cotton-top tamarins, you make mention of a troop in your application; however, you did not indicate the
total number of cotton-top tamarins in question 6 of your initial submission. Can you clarify that
discrepancy? How many cotton-tops do you have (M:F)? Furthermore, you indicate that you have 10 x 10
enclosures for “each animal individually.” Since these are social animals, what communal area does your
troop share? Please provide a diagram, including dimensions, and a photograph of the communal area for
this species.  The photo that we submited for these is there enclosure.     We currently have 1.2 (1 male 2
females)    We do have extra exhibits for them in the event that the troop does not get along and we need to
seperate one out. 

3. For Lar gibbons, you state you have 5. You also report the successful birth of a lar gibbon. What is the M:F
ratio of the animals you have? Since you have begun the process of joining the SSP, do you know when
your admission will be granted? Have you discussed with them how your animals might be used in the
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SSP? Are any gibbons genetically underrepresented within the SSP and is a suitable mate being actively
sought?  As we are not an AZA facility joining the SSP is extremely difficult.     As an example we are over a
year in waiting for approval on a few other sustainabilty partnership applications.    we currently have 2.21 (2
males, 2 females, 1 unsexed)     If another zoo wanted to purchase the unsexed offspring that we have they
would have to have a CBW on hand and our CBW would need to be active.

4. For Grevy’s zebra, you state you belong to the International Grevy’s zebra studbook. However, belonging to
a studbook does not outline your participation in an organized breeding program. You report a successful
birth of a Grevy’s; however, you have not documented whether your breeding program is part of a larger
program within the U.S. or internationally.  There was no suggestion from AZA SSP in regards to our group
of Grevy zebras offspring location.    Our records of movement to another zoo show pricing information
which is confidential between the seller and the buyer.

5. For all the species being sought, except for Baird’s tapir, you indicate that you will join the SSP once you
receive animals. Although you indicate that you have contacted various SSP coordinators, you have not
provided documentation to indicate communication between your facility and SSP coordinators. Please
provide documentation of your intention to join organized breeding programs.  I am providing a screen shot
attachment penguinssp.jpg showing us finding the path to becoming a sustainability partner.     I am not sure
if your aware but AZA is making it more difficult for non AZA zoos to be a part of an SSP.    Just a few years
ago if you wished to be part of an SSP you reached out to the coordinator, expressed you wanted to be a
part of it, sent them your taxon reports and you were accepted.    Now everything is going towards
sustainability partnerships.    This is a long drawn out process.    Due to this ZAA (Zoological Association of
America) has started working towards creating their own SSP programs called AMP (Animal Management
Programs)  in order to help maintain breeding programs.   

Thanks,
David Bright - Zoo Director 
http://www.brightszoo.com
david@brightszoo.com
mobile: 423-534-9959
office: 423-257-1927

Please consider the environment before printing this email.

From: "Caroline I Harlow" <caroline_harlow@fws.gov>
To: "Tony Bright" <tonyb@brightszoo.com>, "david" <david@brightszoo.com>
Sent: Thursday, March 26, 2020 5:54:09 AM
Subject: Fw: 51201D CBW application

Mr. Bright,

I am not sure why this e-mail was not received, but I have forwarded it. I am sorry that this did not make
it to your end. I look forward to your response, as you are very prompt.

We do have a skeleton crew in the office right now handling mail; however, I do not know how long that
will last as things are changing daily. Any response you send to me via e-mail should be sufficient but
feel free to send a hard copy as I know you have had issues in the past.

Thank you for your pa�ence and I will be looking for your informa�on.

Caroline Harlow
Biologist
Division of Management Authority
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Branch of Permits MS:IA
5275 Leesburg Pike
Falls Church, VA 22041

From: Harlow, Caroline I
Sent: Friday, March 13, 2020 9:39 AM
To: Tony Bright <tonyb@brightszoo.com>
Subject: 51201D CBW applica�on
 
Mr. Bright:

Thank you for your prompt response to my inquiries. I appreciate the detailed expertise of zoo personnel and the
dimensions of each enclosure.

Based on my review of your annual reports submitted with your previous CBW, it appears that, other than
successful births, you have not conducted any activities under your CBW. The CBW registration system is
designed to facilitate interstate movement of animals authorized under a registration for conservation breeding.
Maintaining endangered and threatened wildlife do not require a CBW. Loans, donations, and gifts do not require a
permit provided you maintain records of the transaction.

Furthermore, I will need some clarification on your responses in order to complete my review.

1. For the jackass penguins, it appears that you do not have current facilities. I will need a photograph of the
completed facilities.

2. For cotton-top tamarins, you make mention of a troop in your application; however, you did not indicate the
total number of cotton-top tamarins in question 6 of your initial submission. Can you clarify that
discrepancy? How many cotton-tops do you have (M:F)? Furthermore, you indicate that you have 10 x 10
enclosures for “each animal individually.” Since these are social animals, what communal area does your
troop share? Please provide a diagram, including dimensions, and a photograph of the communal area for
this species.

3. For Lar gibbons, you state you have 5. You also report the successful birth of a lar gibbon. What is the M:F
ratio of the animals you have? Since you have begun the process of joining the SSP, do you know when
your admission will be granted? Have you discussed with them how your animals might be used in the
SSP? Are any gibbons genetically underrepresented within the SSP and is a suitable mate being actively
sought?

4. For Grevy’s zebra, you state you belong to the International Grevy’s zebra studbook. However, belonging to
a studbook does not outline your participation in an organized breeding program. You report a successful
birth of a Grevy’s; however, you have not documented whether your breeding program is part of a larger
program within the U.S. or internationally.

5. For all the species being sought, except for Baird’s tapir, you indicate that you will join the SSP once you
receive animals. Although you indicate that you have contacted various SSP coordinators, you have not
provided documentation to indicate communication between your facility and SSP coordinators. Please
provide documentation of your intention to join organized breeding programs.

In accordance with 50 CFR 13.11(e), if the requested information is not received by this office by April 27, 2020,
your application will be abandoned and administratively closed.  Once a file is closed you will need to submit a new
application and all required fees for the Service to consider your proposed activity.

 

Thank you,

Caroline Harlow
Biologist
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Division of Management Authority
Branch of Permits MS:IA
5275 Leesburg Pike
Falls Church, VA 22041




