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[EXTERNAL] RE: CITES Permit App 60225D

Kokkeler, Laurie (MNZOO) <laurie.kokkeler@state.mn.us>
Tue 3/24/2020 3:24 PM
To:  Cate, Emily B <emily_cate@fws.gov>

Hi Ms. Cate,
 
Thank you for your work on this permit applica. on.  We would never exchange money for an endangered species
such as this.  We would only agree to a dona�on or possibly a loan.  I discourage loans for interna�onal imports
because I would never want to send a live animal back and forth.   I think a owner’s hesita�on of dona�ng would
only be for the purpose of retaining some say in the animal’s welfare and progeny.
Do you want me to get their commitment on whether they will donate or loan?  I can ask that they sign our
agreement now rather than later.
 
I do not think the UK zoo has submi�ed their CITES export applica �on yet.  I have found that Europe can be quick
to issue CITES permits and they also have quick expira�ons.  I once received a CITES export from France that was
only valid for 12 weeks.   I will check with the Director what the status is and let you know ASAP.
 
Do you need any of the documents sent electronically?
 
I’ll be in touch soon.
Thanks again.
Laurie
 
 
Laurie Kokkeler | Animal Registrar | laurie.kokkeler@state.mn.us
o: 952.431.9271 | c: 651.528.1672 | MNZOO.ORG
13000 Zoo Boulevard  Apple Valley  MN  55124
 

 
Connec�ng people, animals and the natural world t o save wildlife.

 
 
 
 
 
 
From: Cate, Emily B <emily_cate@fws.gov> 
Sent: Tuesday, March 24, 2020 1:54 PM
To: Kokkeler, Laurie (MNZOO) <laurie.kokkeler@state.mn.us>
Subject: CITES Permit App 60225D
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Dear Ms. Kokkeler,
 
I have your applica�on da ted 10/29/2019, received 11/05/2019, regarding the proposed import of one
female Amur leopard from Thrigby Hall Wildlife Gardens in the United Kingdom. I apologize for the delay
in processing your applica�on. 
 
Please provide the following informa�on so tha t I may con�nue pr ocessing your applica�on:

1. The applica�on s tated that "the terms of the animal transfer agreement will be determined upon
your approval of this applica�on" and "w e an�cipa te the transac�on t o be a dona�on t o our
facility". Are you able to clarify whether or not the transac�on will in volve monetary funds? As
you are likely aware, part of the requirements for impor�ng an Appendix -I listed species include
that it not be imported primarily for commercial purposes.

2. Alterna�v ely, if the United Kingdom has issued a copy of their export permit, please send me a
copy and I will check the source code to see if the CITES requirements have already been fulfilled
(in which case I would proceed with this as an ESA only import request).

Please let me know if you have any ques�ons or c oncerns.
 
In accordance with 50 CFR 13.11(e), if the requested informa�on is not r eceived by this office by May 8,
2020, your applica�on will be abandoned and administra�v ely closed. Once a file is closed you will need
to submit a new applica�on and all r equired fees for the Service to consider your proposed ac�vity .
Please refer to permit number 60225D in your correspondence.
 
Respec�ully ,
Emily
 
Emily Cate | Permits Biologist
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service | Interna�onal Affairs
Division of Management Authority | Branch of Permits
5725 Leesburg Pike, MS:IA
Falls Church, VA 22041-3803
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RE: [EXTERNAL] RE: CITES Permit App 60225D

Kokkeler, Laurie (MNZOO) <laurie.kokkeler@state.mn.us>
Thu 4/16/2020 3:32 PM
To:  Cate, Emily B <emily_cate@fws.gov>

1 attachments (14 KB)
Amur Leopard Conservation Projects supported by Minnesota Zoological Gardens.docx;

Hi Ms. Cate,
I apologize for my delayed response.  You had requested some clarifica. on regarding our conserva�on repor�ng
for Amur leopard vs Amur Tiger. 
The numbers we reported for this current applica�on 60225D were designated for Amur leopard however the
grants are given to the Zoological Society of London and dispersed by ALTA. (Now known as the Wildcats
Conserva�on Alliance) The Wild Cats Conserva�on Alliance website lists a number of Amur leopard projects that
we support by funding that organiza�on. ( I have a� ached a list)
 
My main concern is if we will be required to contribute $5000 per year in addi�on to the funds we currently
contribute to Tiger conserva�on.  It was my intent to encumber future funds to  dedicate directly to field
conserva�on for Amur leopards, but I am no longer certain we can guarantee that level given the uncertainty of
the impacts from the COVID-19 pandemic?  Our Zoo has been closed for more than a month now causing serious
impact on our fiscal year revenues.  We will con�nue to raise and dedicate funds to leopard conserva�on but will
need to take a serious look at the numbers required in order to con�nue our Amur leopard breeding which would
require impor�ng this young female.  It is helpful when USFW provides us a good defini�on of its requirements.
Thank you for your considera�on and please let me know if we need to discuss this further.
Regards
Laurie
 
Laurie Kokkeler | Animal Registrar | laurie.kokkeler@state.mn.us
o: 952.431.9271 | c: 651.528.1672 | MNZOO.ORG
13000 Zoo Boulevard  Apple Valley  MN  55124
 

 
Connec�ng people, animals and the natural world t o save wildlife.

 
 
 
 
 
 
From: Cate, Emily B <emily_cate@fws.gov> 
Sent: Friday, March 27, 2020 11:22 AM
To: Kokkeler, Laurie (MNZOO) <laurie.kokkeler@state.mn.us>
Subject: Re: [EXTERNAL] RE: CITES Permit App 60225D
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Hi Ms. Kokkeler,
 
These are great ques�ons. Gener ally, applica�ons f or permits for endangered species must meet certain
issuance criteria, defined in our regula�ons, in or der for the applicant to be granted a permit (if you
would like, I can send over the link to these). Part of our evalua�on pr ocess includes examining the
proposed "enhancement" ac�vi�es. Enhancemen t is met through ac�vi�es tha t provide a benefit to the
species in the wild. This can be accomplished through a variety of ways, including providing dona�ons t o
organiza�ons tha t are providing a benefit to the species in the wild. Therefore, the funding provided
through the permit referenced below for the Amur �g er was not necessarily a requirement of the
permit itself per se, but rather how the Minnesota Zoo proposed to meet the enhancement criteria. 
 
I would agree that funds being used to benefit habitat condi�ons, e ven if primarily for the Amur �g er,
could also benefit the Amur leopard; although it should always be clearly stated how the funds will
benefit the species in the wild (e.g., as stated in your applica�on, thr ough the closure of logging roads). 
 
I apologize because I did not realize some of the funds listed in this applica�on (60225D) ma y (or may
not) include funds used to meet the enhancement criteria for the previous permit (50613B). Can you
please clarify which funds (how much, who they were granted to, what they do to benefit the species in
the wild) are being used to support this new applica�on (60225D)? If y ou are able to commit to future
funds, please let me know that as well.
 
I hope that was helpful. Please let me know if you have any addi�onal ques �ons or c oncerns. I
appreciate your �me.
 
Regards,
Emily
 
Emily Cate | Permits Biologist
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service | Interna�onal Affairs
Division of Management Authority | Branch of Permits
5725 Leesburg Pike, MS:IA
Falls Church, VA 22041-3803
 

 

From: Kokkeler, Laurie (MNZOO) <laurie.kokkeler@state.mn.us>
Sent: Wednesday, March 25, 2020 11:44 AM
To: Cate, Emily B <emily_cate@fws.gov>
Subject: RE: [EXTERNAL] RE: CITES Permit App 60225D
 
Hi Ms. Cate
A few years ago we imported an Amur �ger from the Copenhagen Zoo in Denmark.  With that permit MA50613B-
0 we were required to donate $5,000.00 per year for 5 years to ensure in-situ conserva�on of the species.
If we are granted your authoriza�on to import an Amur leopard do you know if we will have this same
requirement?  I a� ached our le� er of special condi�ons for your review.



6/2/2020 Mail - Cate, Emily B - Outlook

https://outlook.office365.com/mail/deeplink?version=2020052401.06&popoutv2=1&leanbootstrap=1 3/5

Some of our conserva�on efforts for the Amur �ger have to do with habitat condi�ons.  Would this be considered
for leopard species as well since they share habitat?
 
We are currently discussing budgets for the next fiscal year.  It would be helpful to know if I should request
addi�onal funds.
Thank you.
Laurie
 
 
Laurie Kokkeler | Animal Registrar | laurie.kokkeler@state.mn.us
o: 952.431.9271 | c: 651.528.1672 | MNZOO.ORG
13000 Zoo Boulevard  Apple Valley  MN  55124
 

 
Connec�ng people, animals and the natural world t o save wildlife.
 
 
 
 
 
From: Cate, Emily B <emily_cate@fws.gov> 
Sent: Tuesday, March 24, 2020 2:36 PM
To: Kokkeler, Laurie (MNZOO) <laurie.kokkeler@state.mn.us>
Subject: Re: [EXTERNAL] RE: CITES Permit App 60225D
 
Hi Ms. Kokkeler,
 
I appreciate your quick response and figured that was the case - just needed to "cross the t's and dot the
i's" on that por�on of the applic a�on. No need t o determine if it will be a loan or dona�on.
 
It is not necessary to send the export permit to me, unless you already have it, since it would poten�ally
save a step in the process. An electronic submission directly to me would be preferable. 
 
Please let me know if you have any ques�ons or c oncerns.
 
Regards,
Emily
 
Emily Cate | Permits Biologist
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service | Interna�onal Affairs
Division of Management Authority | Branch of Permits
5725 Leesburg Pike, MS:IA
Falls Church, VA 22041-3803
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From: Kokkeler, Laurie (MNZOO) <laurie.kokkeler@state.mn.us>
Sent: Tuesday, March 24, 2020 3:24 PM
To: Cate, Emily B <emily_cate@fws.gov>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] RE: CITES Permit App 60225D
 
Hi Ms. Cate,
 
Thank you for your work on this permit applica�on.  We would never exchange money for an endangered species
such as this.  We would only agree to a dona�on or possibly a loan.  I discourage loans for interna�onal imports
because I would never want to send a live animal back and forth.   I think a owner’s hesita�on of dona�ng would
only be for the purpose of retaining some say in the animal’s welfare and progeny.
Do you want me to get their commitment on whether they will donate or loan?  I can ask that they sign our
agreement now rather than later.
 
I do not think the UK zoo has submi� ed their CITES export applica�on yet.  I have found that Europe can be quick
to issue CITES permits and they also have quick expira�ons.  I once received a CITES export from France that was
only valid for 12 weeks.   I will check with the Director what the status is and let you know ASAP.
 
Do you need any of the documents sent electronically?
 
I’ll be in touch soon.
Thanks again.
Laurie
 
 
Laurie Kokkeler | Animal Registrar | laurie.kokkeler@state.mn.us
o: 952.431.9271 | c: 651.528.1672 | MNZOO.ORG
13000 Zoo Boulevard  Apple Valley  MN  55124
 

 
Connec�ng people, animals and the natural world t o save wildlife.
 
 
 
 
 
 
From: Cate, Emily B <emily_cate@fws.gov> 
Sent: Tuesday, March 24, 2020 1:54 PM
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To: Kokkeler, Laurie (MNZOO) <laurie.kokkeler@state.mn.us>
Subject: CITES Permit App 60225D
 

 

Dear Ms. Kokkeler,
 
I have your applica�on da ted 10/29/2019, received 11/05/2019, regarding the proposed import of one
female Amur leopard from Thrigby Hall Wildlife Gardens in the United Kingdom. I apologize for the delay
in processing your applica�on. 
 
Please provide the following informa�on so tha t I may con�nue pr ocessing your applica�on:

1. The applica�on s tated that "the terms of the animal transfer agreement will be determined upon
your approval of this applica�on" and "w e an�cipa te the transac�on t o be a dona�on t o our
facility". Are you able to clarify whether or not the transac�on will in volve monetary funds? As
you are likely aware, part of the requirements for impor�ng an Appendix -I listed species include
that it not be imported primarily for commercial purposes.

2. Alterna�v ely, if the United Kingdom has issued a copy of their export permit, please send me a
copy and I will check the source code to see if the CITES requirements have already been fulfilled
(in which case I would proceed with this as an ESA only import request).

Please let me know if you have any ques�ons or c oncerns.
 
In accordance with 50 CFR 13.11(e), if the requested informa�on is not r eceived by this office by May 8,
2020, your applica�on will be abandoned and adminis tra�v ely closed. Once a file is closed you will need
to submit a new applica�on and all r equired fees for the Service to consider your proposed ac�vity .
Please refer to permit number 60225D in your correspondence.
 
Respec�ully ,
Emily
 
Emily Cate | Permits Biologist
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service | Interna�onal Affairs
Division of Management Authority | Branch of Permits
5725 Leesburg Pike, MS:IA
Falls Church, VA 22041-3803
 



Amur Leopard Conservation Projects supported by Minnesota Zoological Gardens 

 
Project Name: Monitoring Amur Leopards & tigers in Southwest Primorskii Krai, Russia 
Location: Russian Far East: southwest Primorskii Krai 
Goal: Implementation of a more extensive network across habitat outside the national park and, 
establishment of a joint database which will be used in analyses of the total leopard population in 
Southwest Primorskii Krai. 
Objective 1: To continue monitoring in Nezhino and the Northern Sectors of Land of the Leopard 
National Park 
Objective 2: To assist LLNP staff to produce park-wide population estimates of leopards and tigers 
Objective 3: To facilitate Russia-China data sharing 
 
Wildlife Conservation Society- China Program (WCS China). 
Project Name: Monitoring Amur Tiger and Leopard Populations in Northeast China 
Location: Hunchun Nature Reserve (HNR) and adjacent lands, Jilin Province, China 
Goal:  WCS China will continue its monitoring program of Amur leopards and tigers in and adjacent 
to HNR in collaboration with reserve management and other relevant authorities. We will monitor 
population numbers via camera trapping, study behaviour patterns of big cats via snow tracking, and 
carry out  SMART (Spatial Monitoring and Reporting Tool) training and assessment to enhance the 
SMART patrol level in the park. 
Objective 1: Continue (and expand) camera trap monitoring of Amur leopards and tigers in and 
around HNR 
Objective 2: Conduct SMART training and assessment to enhance the SMART patrol level in the 
park. 
Objective 3: Snow track Amur leopards and tigers to glean information about movements and 
behaviour 
 

Project Name: Monitoring Amur Tiger and Leopard Populations in Northeast China 
Location: Hunchun Nature Reserve (HNR) and adjacent lands, Jilin Province, China 
Goal:  WCS China will continue its monitoring program of Amur leopards and tigers in and adjacent 
to HNR in collaboration with reserve management and other relevant authorities. We will monitor 
population numbers via camera trapping, study behaviour patterns of big cats via snow tracking, and 
carry out  SMART (Spatial Monitoring and Reporting Tool) training and assessment to enhance the 
SMART patrol level in the park. 
Objective 1: Continue (and expand) camera trap monitoring of Amur leopards and tigers in and 
around HNR 
Objective 2: Conduct SMART training and assessment to enhance the SMART patrol level in the 
park. 
Objective 3: Snow track Amur leopards and tigers to glean information about movements and 
behavior 
 




