














[EXTERNAL] Re: Your Captive-Bred Wildlife Registration Request - 25262B

John Grigu
Mon 5/4/2020 8:38 PM
To:  Nelson, Emma G <emma_nelson@fws.gov>
Cc:  John Grigus

4 attachments (1 MB)
Gladys Porter Zoo letter.pdf; Scott Ballard Letter.pdf; 2020 State Permit.pdf; 342 Potential Radiata breeding crosses.pdf;

Dear Ms. Nelson,

Thank you for the questions and opportunity to clarify with answers in regards to renewal of CBW
Permit 25262B.

My current group of forty one (41) Radiated tortoises (Astrochelys radiata) is comprised of adult pair
of siblings and the balance of thirty nine (39) ranging from eight months to nearly six years of age. The
adult female being a sibling to her adult male brother was transferred on loan to Jay Russo nearly
three years ago to allow genetically diverse offspring to be produced. Those hatchlings would be
unrelated to any others currently in the U.S. There are seventeen (17) eggs currently in incubation at
Mr. Russo's facility from my female.

As to the thirty nine (39) that are less than six years of age, these will not be of breeding size for at
least five to twelve years. There are a total of  nineteen (19) genetic bloodlines from eight separate
facilities in my care. Of these bloodlines, I have several that have more than one tortoise represented.
This has a potential of 342 different genetic combinations depending on how many males and females
I have once they mature. Only known way to sex young tortoises is through Surgical methods,  which I
would never allow. See attachment of possible breeding pairings which would be used to obtain
maximum genetic viability.

The purpose of having a CBW Permit is to allow me to continue to acquire more distinct bloodlines
through loans, trades and purchases. I also need to acquire my breeding loan share of forthcoming
hatchlings from Mr. Russo's facility.

As to the State of Illinois breeding restriction, I have attached email from Mr. Scott Ballard from IDNR.
The bill was in 2020 spring session and was going to pass until Covid 19 stopped legislation. It will
pass once in session and breeding will be allowed once again in 2021. I have attached a copy of my
current State Permit as well.

I have also attached a letter from Ms.Colette Adams who works at Gladys Porter Zoo. I have known
Ms. Adams since 1985 when I acquired my first Radiated tortoises from that facility. She knows me
very well and knows of my dedication to this specie.

I am a long time advocate of enlarging the knowledge and breeding of many rare tortoise species.  I
was the first person in the United States in 1995 to diapause the incubation of a Radiated tortoise. This
happened when I was done hatching all eggs for the season and a female Radiated laid more one egg.
Her previous three clutches of one egg each did not develop.  So I left it on a basement shelf for 4
months until new eggs were being laid. I then put it into incubation and it hatched in 65 days. What



we now know is diapause is a requirement to successfully hatch Radiated tortoise eggs. I was at a
Herpetological Symposium back in 1990 and was discussing the subject of apparent low fertility with
the Director of Herpetology at the Bronx Zoo, John Behler. His opinion was this was a species issue. I
left that Symposium thinking that does not seem possible as the species is extremely plentiful
throughout their range in Madagascar. We now know fertility is normally 90% plus with established
breeding programs with a diapause incubation method.

So to close, I would greatly appreciate the renewal of my permit. I have vast experience and more
bloodlines than most institutions and individuals located within the United States. My group assures a
continuation of bloodlines that will be add maximum genetic viability within the United States as you
can see in my attachment of breeding pairings. 

Sincerely,

John M. Grigus 

On Tue, Mar 24, 2020 at 2:07 PM Nelson, Emma G <emma_nelson@fws.gov> wrote:
Dear Mr. Grigus, 

We received your application for to renew your registration under the Captive-bred Wildlife (CBW) program for
the radiated tortoise (Geochelone radiata). The processing of your application cannot be completed because:   
  
  

In reviewing your renewal application, we also review the initial application from which we authorized this
CBW permit.  In that review, we may have questions about the information that was originally
provided.  In this case, I am seeking further information to demonstrate how you are maintaining a
genetically viable population and/or your participation in an established cooperative breeding program
(Studbook participation, although beneficial, is not an established breeding program).

Recognizing that the permit was valid when you submitted your application, please provide a copy of your
current Illinois state Threatened and Endangered Species permit. 

A condition listed on your state Threatened and Endangered Species permit which states that you may
not propagate or breed the species listed on the permit. Please clarify. 

Please provide the information and documentation indicated. Any response must be in written form (email is
considered written form).
 
If we do not receive the information requested above within 45 days from the date of this e-mail, your application
will be abandoned and administratively closed. Once the file is closed, you would need to submit a new
application and all required fees. If you have questions, you may contact me at Emma_Nelson@fws.gov or at
703-358-2296. Please reference your file number, PRT-25262B.
 
Best,
Emma       


























