










Re: [EXTERNAL] PRT-27473B

Nelson, Emma G <emma_nelson@fws.gov>
Mon 7/27/2020 8:27 AM
To:  Ryan Blakley 

Good morning Mr. Blakley, 

Thank you for providing this informa�on. I will move forward with processing your request. 

Best, 
Emma

From: Ryan Blakley 
Sent: Friday, July 24, 2020 1:54 PM
To: Nelson, Emma G <emma_nelson@fws.gov>
Subject: Re: [EXTERNAL] PRT-27473B
 
Emma,
   The attached file contains the documentation and information requested.  Please let me know if you need anything
further to facilitate renewal.
Thanks,
Ryan Blakley

On Jul 21, 2020, at 11:39 AM, Nelson, Emma G <emma nelson@fws.gov> wrote:

Good a�ernoon Mr. Blakley, 

Thank you for your email. Based on the delay from USDA, please provide documenta�on to show the 90-120
day delay with USDA along with your response to the first point in my ini�al email (regarding how you are
maintaining a gene�cally viable popula�on/or your par�cipa�on in an established breeding program for each
species) by the end of this week, Friday, July 24.  

Please provide the informa�on and documenta�on indicated. Any response must be in wri�en form (email is
considered wri�en form).

If we do not receive the informa�on requested above by Friday, July 24, your applica�on will be abandoned
and administra�vely closed. Once the file is closed, you would need to submit a new applica�on and all
required fees. If you have ques�ons, you may contact me at Emma Nelson@fws.gov or at 703-358-2296.
Please reference your file number,PRT-27473B.

Thank you, 
Emma

From: Ryan Blakley < t>
Sent: Friday, July 17, 2020 10:05 AM
To: Nelson, Emma G <emma nelson@fws.gov>
Subject: Re: [EXTERNAL] PRT-27473B
 
Good morning Emma,
    As of this morning I still have not received my USDA permit. In my communications wit  the IRS, USDA, and US Department of state
concerning a passport, each  agency has advised a 90-120 day delay.  On that  basis I requested a 90 day extension.  Can you grant a
further extension?  
Thank you,
Ryan Blakley



On Jul 8, 2020, at 8:44 AM, Nelson, Emma G <emma nelson@fws.gov> wrote:

Good morning Mr. Blakley, 

Thank you for your email. Based on your request, we can grant an extension to provide the
requested addi�onal informa�on for 30 days from your request. Therefore, the requested
informa�on will need to be provided by Monday, July 20th. 

Thank you, 
Emma

From: Ryan Blakley >
Sent: Friday, June 19, 2020 3:08 PM
To: Nelson, Emma G <emma_nelson@fws.gov>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] PRT-27473B
 
Emma,
   I hope this email finds you well.  I am writing to request a 90 day extension.  I have been waiting on my renewed
USDA certificate so I can submit the responses you have requested.  Although I filed my paper work and paid my USDA
renewal fee in a timely matter, I have not received my renewal.  I checked with my Inspector, and she verified that
everything was in order, she did tell me with the Covid fiasco, everything was taking longer than normal.  
   I do not want to be a headache for you, but I cannot supply documents the USDA has not supplied to me.
 Furthermore, I am worried that file wile be administratively closed through no fault of mine.   
Thank you,
Ryan Blakley

On May 6, 2020, at 1:13 PM, Nelson, Emma G <emma nelson@fws.gov> wrote:

Dear Mr. Blakley, 

We received your application for to renew your registration under the Captive-
bred Wildlife (CBW) program for radiated tortoise (Geochelone radiata), Galapagos tortoise
(Geochelone nigra), yellow-spotted side-necked turtle (Podocnemis unifilis), Nile crocodile
(Crocodylus niloticus), yacare caiman (Caiman yacare), ring-tailed lemur (Lemur catta), black-
and-white ruffed lemur (Varecia variegata), red ruffed lemur (Varecia rubra), and cotton-
headed tamarin (Saguinus oedipus). The processing of your application cannot be completed
because:      
  

In reviewing your renewal application, we also review the initial application from which
we authorized this CBW permit.  In that review, we may have questions about the
information that was originally provided.  In this case, I am seeking further information
to demonstrate how you are maintaining a genetically viable population and/or
your participation in an established cooperative breeding program (Studbook
participation, although beneficial, is not an established breeding program).

Please provide a copy of your current USDA AWA license. 

Please provide the information and documentation indicated. Any response must be in
written form (email is considered written form).
 
If we do not receive the information requested above within 45 days from the date of this e-
mail, your application will be abandoned and administratively closed. Once the file is closed,
you would need to submit a new application and all required fees. If you have questions, you
may contact me at Emma Nelson@fws.gov or at 703-358-2296. Please reference your file
number, PRT-27473B.
 
Best,
Emma       



 
Emma, 
    Thank you for allowing me the extra few days to address the question, and delay issue.  As evidenced by the IRS and 
State department’s websites, as well as numerous media articles, there reference reduced services and delays.  I have 
included documentation and cited sources below. 
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/payment-deadline-extended-to-july-15-2020 

Filing and Payment Deadline Extended to July 15, 2020 - Updated Statement 
March 21, 2020 - The Treasury Department and the Internal Revenue Service are providing special payment relief 
to individuals and businesses in response to the COVID-19 Outbreak. 

General Information 
https://travel.state.gov/content/travel/en/passports.html 

July 13, 2020 

To prevent the spread of COVID-19 and protect our workforce and customers, we significantly reduced 
passport operations in March 2020. We temporarily suspended expedited passport processing and restricted 
service to cases involving life-or-death emergencies. As global conditions evolve and U.S. states begin to 
reopen, we are resuming operations in phases. We ask for your patience as we safely work on your application. 

 
www.politico.com › story › 2019/09/24 › usda-expects... 
 
 
Sep 24, 2019 - USDA expects 'significant delays' in economic research reports. ... USDA identified 38 specific reports that may 
be delayed because staff members have departed. They include research on topics such as consolidation in the dairy industry, 
food security among veterans, and international agricultural market access. 
 
 
www.agweb.com › article › usda-delays-enforcement-cou... 
 
Apr 16, 2020 - The USDA's Agricultural Marketing Service is “exercising enforcement discretion” for COOL requirements, which 
cover fresh and frozen produce, ... 
 
nvestigatemidwest.org › 2020/02/12 › relocating-usda-... 
 

.  
Feb 12, 2020 - Relocating USDA agencies delayed millions in grants. One was for a suicide prevention network for farmers. By 
Sky Chadde/Gannett Ag Data ... 
 
mceachin.house.gov › media › press-releases › mceachi... 
 

.  
May 12, 2020 - McEachin, Adams Lead Bipartisan Letter Urging USDA to Release Delayed Funding for Land-Grant HBCUs 
During the COVID-19 Pandemic. 
 
 
 
USDA delays federal oversight of labs testing for THC 
hemptoday.net › us-lab-oversight 
 

.  
Mar 4, 2020 - The USDA said it now has a better understanding of how the limited number of DEA-registered labs will hinder 
testing, creating value chain ... 
 
 
 



 
 
The USDA’s website states they are providing timely service and does not acknowledge any delays.  From the Sources 
Cited, it is reasonable to believe they were behind prior to pandemic and now the situation is exacerbated.  The fact that 
the USDA did not send renewal packets this year is a further indication.   I have spent a fair amount of time trying to get 
personal communications put on paper, but was unsuccessful.   After that contact I was sent an Electronic renewal via 
email but have not received it in the mail.  That communication is included. 
 
On Jul 21, 2020, at 7:47 PM, Patton, Lindsay M - APHIS <Lindsay.Patton@usda.gov> wrote: 
 
Hello Ryan, 
              Please see the attached for a copy of your renewed license.  The hard copy will be sent via mail.   
  
Thank You  
Have a Great Day! 
  
Lindsay Patton 
Inspection Licensing Assistant 
970-494-7478 
  
USDA-APHIS-AC 
2150 Centre Ave. 
Building B, 3W11 
Fort Collins, CO 80526 
fax:970-494-7461 
  

 
 
 
 
 



In response to the possible question of 

•  
In reviewing your renewal application, we also review the initial application from which we authorized this 
CBW permit.  In that review, we may have questions about the information that was originally provided.  In 
this case, I am seeking further information to demonstrate how you are maintaining a genetically viable 
population and/or your participation in an established cooperative breeding program (Studbook participation, 
although beneficial, is not an established breeding program). 

 
To maintain genetic viability we utilize several methods 
1.  Utilize permit to acquire as genetically diverse founders from multiple bloodlines. 
2.  Track bloodlines with paperwork from date and source of acquisition. 
3.  Use a color coded system to track individuals. 
4. Place siblings with people and facilities to ensure enough animals are available. 
5. Scope animals at early age to ensure proper sex ratios 
6. Place transponders (once animals are large enough to do so safely) to ensure animals are easily identified in 

subsequent years 
7. Follow guidelines established by reputable institutions, conservation groups and government organizations. 

  
In the event you need further documentation, I can provide recommendation letters from facilities I have animals on loan 
to and from, veterinarians, and conservation groups, and other CBW permit holders. 
 
 
Thank you for your time and consideration, 
 
Ryan Blakley 




