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In accordance with 50 CFR 13.11(e), if the requested informa�on is not received by this office by April
30, 2020, your applica�on will be abandoned and administra�vely closed.  Once a file is closed you will
need to submit a new applica�on and all required fees for the Service to consider your proposed
ac�vity. Please refer to permit number 56444D in your correspondence.

Respec�ully,
Emily

Emily Cate | Permits Biologist
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service | Interna�onal Affairs
Division of Management Authority | Branch of Permits
5725 Leesburg Pike, MS:IA
Falls Church, VA 22041-3803



Further Information for FWS Permit 56444D 

 

 Please complete section B on the first page of the application in its entirety (page 

attached to this email). 

Please see the attached form with Section B completed.  

 How will the samples be packaged? What may be easiest is if per species, you 

provide the total quantity of the samples (mL, number, grams, etc.), the total number 

of containers that the samples are going to be in, and the amount of the total samples 

that are going to be in each container. Please ensure that this is answered for each 

species.  

All samples will be packaged in microcentrifuge tubes, inside a microtube storage box and a 

sealed storage bag, padded and enclosed within a polystyrene or cardboard box. Eight of 

these samples (all except the two samples of Diomedea amsterdamensis) will be sent together 

as one shipment; the two samples of Diomedea amsterdamensis will be sent as a separate 

shipment (two total containers).  

This table contains approximate quantities for each sample of each species: 

Species Form Quantity Packaging 

Oceanodroma castro DNA <500μL TE buffer  Microcentrifuge tube 

 

Oceanodroma castro DNA <500μL TE buffer Microcentrifuge tube 

 

Oceanodroma castro Tissue ~1mL 100% EtOH;  

<1g tissue 

Microcentrifuge tube 

Diomedea 

amsterdamensis 

DNA <500μL TE buffer Microcentrifuge tube 

Diomedea 

amsterdamensis 

DNA <500μL TE buffer Microcentrifuge tube 

Pseudobulweria 

macgillivrayi 

Tissue ~1mL 100% EtOH;  

<1g tissue 

Microcentrifuge tube 

Pterodroma 

aterrima 

Tissue ~1mL 100% EtOH;  

<1g tissue 

Microcentrifuge tube 

Pterodroma madeira Blood ~1mL 100% EtOH; 

<500μL blood 

Microcentrifuge tube 

Pterodroma madeira Blood ~1mL 100% EtOH; 

<500μL blood 

Microcentrifuge tube 

Pterodroma cahow Tissue ~1mL 100% EtOH;  

<1g tissue 

Microcentrifuge tube 

 

 Please elaborate on how the specimens were obtained. Per your application, the 

samples are being housed at museum; however, please clarify how they were obtained 

and provide any documentation demonstrating this. 



Most of these samples come from the collections of national museums and national research 

organizations, specifically The Natural History Museum (Britain), the Natural History 

Museum of Denmark, and the Centre National de la Recherche Scientifique (France), and 

were collected by personnel of these institutions as part of their normal research and 

collection activities in the national interest.  We have attached invoices from the two 

museums, covering the sample of Pterodroma cahow and one sample of Oceanodroma 

castro; the four samples from the Centre National de la Recherche Scientifique 

(Pseudobulweria macgillivrayi, Pterodroma aterrima, and two Pterodroma madeira) were 

provided by our collaborator Vincent Bretagnolle and were not accompanied by 

paperwork.  Two samples of Oceanodroma castro were collected by staff of the private non-

profit Yamashina Institute of Ornithology (Japan) and we have attached the paperwork for 

these samples, as well as an email confirming their legality.  The two samples of Diomedea 

amsterdamensis were obtained from a collaborator at the University of Lethbridge (Canada) 

– she has copies of the permits but these are at her university, which is not currently 

accessible due to the covid-19 situation.   

 

 Do you have any MOU's or agreements with the museums? If so, please provide 

documentation. 

We do not have MOUs with the other museums.  Our museum typically operates on a 

transaction-by-transaction basis; each loan is handled independently.  Broad MOUs with 

other museums are generally necessary only when dealing with special circumstances (e.g., 

when there are severe country restrictions), which typically don’t apply to museums or other 

institutions in countries such as England, Denmark, or Japan.  We have attached transaction 

documents for the loan of these samples to our collaborator Andreanna Welch (Durham, UK) 

from The Natural History Museum (UK), the Zoological Museum (Denmark), and the 

Yamashina Institute (Japan), as detailed above.  Note that these loan documents pertain to 

multiple samples, most of which are not part of our application. 

 Finally, please clarify if the museums are donating or selling you the samples.  

All samples have been donated to us.  

 



 

 
 

 
SHIPMENT INVOICE 

1) Ship to:  Andreanna Welch  
Company Name: School of Biological and Biomedical Sciences 
Street   Av.: South Road  
Town/Area Code:  Durham  
State/Country:    UK     
Contact Name: Andreanna Welch  
Tel No/e-mail: 0191 334 1251  
 
2) Air waybill No:    81 5433 8706  
Carrier:  DHL 
No. of Pieces: 1 
Total Weight:            4.23 Kg 
Dimensions cms:        35cm x  35cm x  35cm  
 
3) Customs Code No:   97050000 
 
4) Full Description of Goods:                                                                                                           
Preserved zoological museum specimens (NOT RESTRICTED- packed in accordance 
to special provision A180). For scientific study only – Non-infectious, non-toxic, non-
hazardous, non-CITES. No commercial value. 
 
5) Total value for Customs: £10                                                                                                                                                        
 
6) Name & Address of Sender:    
Life Science Department, Natural History Museum, London. SW7 5BD. UK                                                                                       
 
7) Reason for Export: For scientific study only  
 
8) Declaration: 
I declare that the above information is true and correct to the best of my knowledge. 
For and on behalf of the above named company. 
 
Name (in print):   Jackie Mackenzie-Dodds  
 
Signature: 
 
Position in Company:  Molecular Collections Manager 
 







 

Yamashina Institute for Ornithology

115 Konoyama, Abiko, Chiba 270-1145, Japan

Tel (+81)-4-7182-1101 Fax (+81)-4-7182-1106

http://www.yamashina.or.jp

INVOICE 
 Invoice no. : T18-0009 

 Date: 25 Mar. 2019 

To: Department of Biosciences 

Durham University 

South Road 

Durham, DH1 3LE 

UK 

Attn: Dr. Andreanna Welch 

 Initiated by: Shigeki Asai 

 Collection manager: Sayaka Kobayashi 

The materials listed below contained in 1 package are sent as an sample loan. 

 

List of materials 
Accession No.: 

Phoebastria nigripes 2017-0190, 2017-0869 

Oceanodroma castro 2006-0220, 2016-1998 

Oceanodroma matsudairae 1999-0221, 2005-0015 

Pterodroma longirostris 2010-0352, 2016-0401 

 

Total no. of DNA sample  (8) 

 

Received the above ( X) in good condition. 

 (  ) except as noted. 

 

(✓) This copy is retained by Yamashina Institute. 

(  ) Retain this copy for your record. 

(✓) Please sign and return this copy to Yamashina Institute immediately on receipt of the consignment 

 

 Signature  

 Date 01 May 2019 
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Re: Procellariiform phylogenetics

Shigeki Asai <asai@yamashina.or.jp>

Thu 09/04/2020 08�38

To:  LEVY, MAX A. <max.levy@durham.ac.uk>

Cc:  WELCH, ANDREANNA J. <a.j.welch@durham.ac.uk>

Dear Max,

I have checked documents to answer your question.

There are not any certification about two DNA samples of Oceanodroma castro (2016-1998,

2006-0220). According to our records, these samples were collected as a carcass by our

institute s̓ researchers, respectively. In Japan, it is legal to collect a wildlife carcass and keep it

except for a species designated as a cultural property. Therefore, our private records wrote in

Japanese are merely kept for these samples and no official record has left.

Such records will be most probably useless.

Two samples of Puffinus can be provided under the judge. For both samples, we will choose to

send DNA solution because a tissue sample in ethanol will be difficult to transport by air and to

get through customs.

Thank you for your understanding.

Sincerely,

------------------------------------------------
Shigeki Asai
Yamashina Institute for Ornithology
Konoyama 115, Abiko,
Chiba 270-1145, JAPAN
TEL: +81-4-7182-1101
FAX: +81-4-7182-1106
E-mail: asai@yamashina.or.jp
------------------------------------------------

2020/04/09 0�08、LEVY, MAX A. <max.levy@durham.ac.uk> のメール：

Dear Shigeki, 

Thank you for your help. I would not wish you to risk your health, so please only if
it is safe for you to check this question for us. 

I am also wondering if it is possible without going to your institute to check what
type of preparation (skin, tissue etc) is available for these two specimens in your
collection:
Puffinus lherminieri (2003-0104)
Puffinus assimilis/bryani (1997-0227)

If this is also not possible for you without going to your institute we could have
more time in future to talk about it, so it is no problem. 

Best wishes, 
Max

From: Shigeki Asai <asai@yamashina.or.jp>
Sent: 08 April 2020 00:47
To: LEVY, MAX A. <max.levy@durham.ac.uk>
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Re: [EXTERNAL] Re: FWS Permit 56444D - Principal Officer

Cate, Emily B <emily_cate@fws.gov>
Wed 8/26/2020 10:23 AM
To:  Chesser, Terry <CHESSERT@si.edu>
Cc:  Milensky, Christopher <MilenskyC@si.edu>

Good morning Dr. Chesser,

Thank you for your inquiry, we appreciate your con�nued responses. We are s�ll accep�ng mail at the
address listed in my signature (repeated below for your convenience). 

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
Division of Management Authority 
Branch of Permits, MS: IA
5275 Leesburg Pike 
Falls Church, VA 22041-3803

Best,
Emily

From: Chesser, Terry <CHESSERT@si.edu>
Sent: Wednesday, August 26, 2020 9:45 AM
To: Cate, Emily B <emily_cate@fws.gov>
Cc: Milensky, Christopher <MilenskyC@si.edu>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Re: FWS Permit 56444D - Principal Officer
 
 

 This email has been received from outside of DOI - Use caution before clicking on links,
opening attachments, or responding.  

Good morning Emily,

Thank you for your message.  As luck would have it, our principal officer was out of town for several
weeks but he has now returned and signed page 1.  We are planning to FedEx the page to you.  Is the
address in your email signature the best one to use or are you using a different address due to covid?

Thank you,
Terry

From: Cate, Emily B <emily_cate@fws.gov>
Sent: Thursday, July 23, 2020 1:45 PM
To: Chesser, Terry <CHESSERT@si.edu>
Cc: Milensky, Christopher <MilenskyC@si.edu>
Subject: FWS Permit 56444D - Principal Officer
 



8/26/2020 Mail - Cate, Emily B - Outlook

https://outlook.office365.com/mail/sentitems/id/AQMkAGFkOTc2MjczLTVhMzgtNGRhNS1hMmNkLTdlYTgyYmUxNzkyNgBGAAADFbpsqXswJkGAZH… 2/2

External Email - Exercise Cau�on

Good a�ernoon Dr. Chesser,

I apologize again for the delay in processing your permit applica�on. I submi�ed your applica�on for
publica�on in the Federal Register, but I now recognize that the principal officer changed from when you
first submi�ed the applica�on. Please mail a copy of page 1 signed by the principal officer (original
signature required) to our office and include a cover le�er indica�ng that this is for pending permit
applica�on number 56444D. I will keep your submission in the queue for FR publica�on, but will need to
remove it if we do not receive the signature before we format the document for the publica�on. We are
certainly extending the date from which we must receive this by, please see below for details. 

Thank you for your �me and please let me know if you have any ques�ons or concerns. 

In accordance with 50 CFR 13.11(e), if the requested informa�on is not received by this office
by September 6, 2020, your applica�on will be abandoned and administra�vely closed.  Once a file is
closed you will need to submit a new applica�on and all required fees for the Service to consider your
proposed ac�vity. Please refer to permit number 56444D in your correspondence.

Sincerely,
Emily

Emily Cate | Permits Biologist
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service | Interna�onal Affairs
Division of Management Authority | Branch of Permits
5275 Leesburg Pike, MS:IA
Falls Church, VA 22041-3803






